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Western Australia Iron Ore (WAIO)
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Quick facts

Four processing hubs and five mines connected in the 
Pilbara region of Western Australia

Ore is crushed, beneficiated (where necessary) and blended 
at each processing hub to create high-grade lump and fines

These lumps and fines are then transported along more than 
1000 kilometres of rail via the Port Hedland–Newman rail line 
to Port Hedland for export to overseas markets



BHP Employees
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Employment Type Workforce FTE

Residential 28%

Fly-in, fly-out 63.2%

Drive-in, drive-out 0.2%

Perth-based 8.6%

WAIO People

Please note table refers to BHP employees only as at February 2021



Environmental projects outside the gate

West End Greening Project
• Beautification and improving amenity of the Port Hedland streetscape. Collaborative project with Pilbara Ports Authority and Town of Port 

Hedland.

LEAF Vegetation Barrier Project

• Part of BHP’s $300 million air quality commitment to the Pilbara.

Care for Hedland 

• A long-running partnership which includes school education, awareness and recycling programs and saving the flatback turtles

Containers for Change onsite program

• Increased employee engagement in this environmental program, to ensure the most pristine sustainable environment for the Port Hedland 
community.
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West End Greening Program

Northern Mackay Street – before and after
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Medical Centre Frontage – Before & After

• Construction began 1 November 2020
• Estimated to be completed by 30 September 2021
• Joint initiative with Pilbara Ports Authority & Town of Port Hedland
• $3.3 million project – BHP contribution $3 million



Reducing dust in Port Hedland
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CFD Modelling on LEAF indicates that barriers 
can be quite effective to reduce dust in the West 
End

Windtunnel build by BHP to test species Vegetation tested

Leave type Species Image Collection 
efficiency

Small leaves Pittosporum 
tenuifolium ?

Large leaves Magnolia grandiora
Teddy Bear ?

Hairy leaves Adenonthos sericeus

Needle-like 
leaves

Allocasuarina
fraseriana

Large leaves Eucalupthus victrix

X
Needle-like 
leaves

Melaleuca 
rhaphiophylla ?



Wilson Street Vegetation Barrier
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2021

•Trial Site 
establish

•Pre Order 
Planting, 
80,000 
trees/shrubs

2022

•Site trial 
conclude

•Phase 1 
Wilson St 
commence

2023

•Phase 1 
delivered

•Phase 2 
Anderson St 
commence

•Phase 1 
maintenance 
commence

2024

•Phase 2 
delivered

2025

•Phase 2 
maintenance 
commence

2025 . .  2032

•Vegetation 
Barrier 
Growth

2032

•Effective 
Barrier

5,000 trees/shrubs
2000m2 project area

80,000 trees/shrubs
50,000m2 project area

80,000 trees/shrubs
45,000m2 project area

160,000 trees/shrubs total
11.6 ha site occupied

Before – looking back
from Nelson Point

After circa 2032

Trial 
Site

Phase 
2

Phase 
1
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Care for Hedland 
BHP has partnered with Care for Hedland for over 14 years investing over $3M 
Our current partnership focuses on supporting

• Coastal marine biodiversity and their acclaimed flatback turtle program
• Their sustainability program
• Their waste management program
• Their much loved community Garden
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Containers for Change onsite program

On site container deposit scheme being rolled out
• Partnership with Care for Hedland to ensure our waste is at a 

minimum

• Recycling drop off points established at each site where 
departments can deliver

• Site infrastructure to pick up weekly and deliver to Care for 
Hedland

• Funds raised will be dispersed across four local charities.

• Staff brought on the journey by voting for recipients – staff vote 
will occur every year.
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Climate action

Committed to net zero emissions by 2050

• Initiatives aimed at reducing emissions through renewable 
electricity.

• Pathways to Net Zero program – defines and maps emissions 
reduction pathways over coming decades.

• At our iron ore operations, we’re prioritizing renewable electricity 
for fleet and conveyors
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